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WAR NOTICE 


Civilian Medical Practitioners at Royal Air Force Stations 


The British Medical Association has had correspondence 
with the Air Minisiry regarding the terms and conditicns of 
service of civilian medical practitioners who are called upon 
to attend at Royal Air Force Stations to assist in dealing 
with casualties among R.A.F. personnel during or afier 
air raids. The Air Ministry was asked to state (1) the 
remuneration offered for this work; (2) the proposed 
method of estimating the time occupied by the work in 
the event of payment being arranged on a sessional basis ; 
and (3) the rate of compensation payable in the event of 
the practitioner being killed or injured by enemy action 
while employed .at the Royal Air Force Station or while 
travelling to the station during the course of a raid. 


The question of compensation is still under considera- 
tion, but the Air Ministry has now decided that the 
remuneration will be the same as that payable to medical 
practitioners for attendance at civilian first-aid posts— 
that is, £1 11s. 6d. per session of two hours, the amount 
to be paid in any one day not to exceed £3 3s. It 
has been agreed that the session will start at the time 
when the practitioner leaves his ordinary work on receiv- 
ing a summons to the station, and will end at the time 
of his return to his house. In addition, mileage wili be 
provided when the practitioner’s house or consulting-room 
is situated at a distance of more than two miles from 
the station. The sessional payments, inclusive of mile- 
age, are shown in the following table: 

Remuneration 


per Session 
of Two Hours 


Distance of Station from 
Doctor's House or 
Consulting-room 


Exceeding 2 miles and not exceeding— 
6 
3 
114 0 
s+, 114 6 
6 
116 
116 6 
AS: 
1-18: -0 
16). 
119 
18 119 6 


CENTRAL MEDICAL War COMMITTEE, 
B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1. 


HOSPITALITY FOR BRITISH DOCTORS’ 
CHILDREN OVER-SEAS 


Although the Children’s Overseas Reception Board has sus- 
pended its work for the winter, it is still possible for children 
to be evacuated privately to the Dominions and the United 
States. Medical practitioners are reminded that members of 
the British Medical Association in Australia have offered to 
receive a large number of unaccompanied doctors’ children 
between the ages of 5 and 16, and a smaller number of 
children (below the age of 16) accompanied by mothers. 
A similar invitation has now been received from the New 
Zealand Branch of the Association, the members of which 
have offered to care for sixty-eight children of Protestant 
religion—thirty-four boys and thirty-four girls—-and three 
Roman Catholics—two boys and one girl. Motheis are 
not included in this invitation. 


It was previously announced that doctors in Canada had 
offered to take into their homes some 1,100 unaccompanied 
children officially evacuated under the Government scheme. 
A more recent letter from the Canadian Medical Association 
states that unaccompanied children who are evacuated 
privately will now be received in medical homes in Canada, 
and that the Canadian Government authorities will make 
themselves responsible for the welfare of such children. 
Finally, the American Committee for the Evacuation of 
Children is prepared to receive applications from doctors 
wishing to send unaccompanied children between the ages of 
5 and 16 to the United States. 

In all cases inquiries should be addressed to the Secretary 
of the British Medical Association, who: will issue the neces- 
sary forms of application. 


STEEL FILES FOR AMPOULES 


The Import Licensing Department of the Board of Trade 
informs us that it dces not propose to allow the importation 
of steel files for opening ampoules, nor to assist manufacturers 
of these files in the supply of steel. Doctors are therefore 
advised to preserve any files they have and to use each one 
for as many ampoules as fossible. Alternatively the cardboard 


. file with a cutting edge, which is manufactured in the United 


Kingdom, is regarded as an adequate substitute for the steel 
file. ; 


The post of medical officer of health for the Metropolitan 
Borough of Islingion is no Ienger the subject of an Important 
Notice, as the Islingion Borough Council has now decided to 
bring the terms of the proposed appointment of medical officer 
of health into conformity with the Askwith Memorandum. 
There is now no reason why practitioners should not apply 
for this post. 1873 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


SUPPLEMENI TO THE 
British MEDICAL JOURNAL 


Correspondence 


E.M.S. Revised Terms 


Six,—I note that according to the Supplement of September 
28 (p. 27) consultanis are to be promoted from- being six- 
penny doctors ” as regards a second opinion for Service cases, 
and though the proposed rate of one guinea is still a very cut 
price as compared with the usual fee for a consultant’s 
opinion, it is, at any rate, an improvement. I would like to 
know if engineers and others engaged in Government work 
are usually paid one-third of their usual fees? 

There is one serious anomaly in the payment of this guinea. 
The paragraph states that it will be paid to the practitioner 
or practitioners through the hospital. Does this mean that if 
I give an opinion unaided by any colleagues I get one guinea, 
but if | am foolish enough to get a radiologist’s opinion my 
remuneration drops to 10s. 6d., and if my crazy altruism leads 
me to obtain a physician’s opinion I drop my own fee and the 
radiologist’s to 7s.? The obvious method will be to give an 
opinion entirely unaided. If an x-ray examination is essential 
to enable an opinion of any value to be given, one must, I 
presume, refer the case back to the military medical officer 
who sent it up for it to be sent up on another occasion for 
the x-ray examination. In this way no consultation between 
consultants will be possible. It would appear that while the 
authorities limit their liability to a guinea, the consultants, if 
zealous, will be expected to undertake unlimited depreciation 
of their fees as the result. 

So far all the real doctoring of the Services has been 
done on the cheap by the E.M.S. The whole basis of the 
E.M.S. depended on employing consultants engaged in private 
practice. This basis, as | have pointed out in a previous 
letter, has entirely altered in many places where private 
practice has practically disappeared, and where the authorities 
have us completely at their mercy financially except for such 
protection as the B.M.A. can give us.—I am, etc., 

H. J. McCurricu, 
M’S., F-R-CS. 


Hove, Oct. 2. 


Families in Ireland: Visiting Difficulties 


Sir,—lI trust you may be able to find space for this letter. 
Since the beginning of the war Irishmen have found it im- 
possible to visit their families in Ireland, and consequently this 
must affect quite a number of doctors who have their families 
residing in Ireland as evacuees. No doubt quite a large 
number of these men are engaged in work of national impor- 
tance in a civil capacity, either in the E.M. or A.R.P. 
Services, and many at the present time are having a 
strenuous experience, and indeed quite a number must be 
overworked and in much need of at least a short rest and 
change. This they find difficult to get in England, because 
in the quieter areas hotels and other places of accom- 
modation are uncomfortably filled already with evacuees ; 
whereas if they could get to Ireland they would have a com- 
plete rest and change, apart altogether from the fact that they 
would have the pleasure of enjoying reunion with their 
families. If, as now seems likely, this war may last for years, 
are these men to be deprived of the joy of seeing their 
families, even only for a short time? It is time something 
were done now in the matter. 

I write as one who has not seen some of my children for 
fourteen months, as they are evacuees in Ireland. I know that 
men in the Services are allowed to visit Ireland without any 
formalities with regard to permits. Could not these same 
facilities be granted to men who are undertaking arduous 
work in the E.M. and A.R.P. Services?—I am, etc., 

Hampshire, Oct. 9. G.P. 


With the object of facilitating contact between doctors 
resident in and about Leeds, the Leeds Division of the 
British Medical Association is establishing a Medical 
Luncheon Club, which will meet on the first Thursday of 
each month. Luncheon will be 3s. each person, and the 
first will be held at the Hotel Metropole, Leeds, on Octo- 
ber 24, at 12.45 p.m. It is hoped that all doctors, including 
those on military service in the area, will attend, 


Naval, Military, and Air Force 
Appointments 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE 

Surgeon Liecuts. (Emergency) E. D. Caldwell and R. M. Kirkwood to be 
Surgeon Lieutenant-Commanders (Emergency). 

Surgeon Lieut. W. F..Viret has been transferred to the Emergency List. 

NavaL VOLUNTEER RESERVE 

D. Biacklock to be Temporary Surgeon Captain. (Corrected announce. 
ment. 

J. R. Hassan to be Temporary Surgeon Lieutenant. 


ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 

Major (acting Lieut.-Colonel) S. O. Dolan to be Lieutenant-Colonel. 

The appointment of Lieut. R. Phillipson has been antedated to September 14, 
1934, under the provisions of Article 39 of the Royal Warrant for vied and 
Promotion, 1940, but not to carry pay and allowances prior to June 1, 1935, 
Lieut. R. Phillipson to be Captain. 

Lieuts. C. E. Brown and R. H. C. Manifold to be Captains. 


B.M.A. LIBRARY 


The following volumes were added to the Library during 
September: 


Anderson, A. K.: Essentials of Physiological Chemistry. Second 
edition. 1939. 
Arnow, L. E.: Introduction to Physiological and Pathological 

Chemistry. 1939, 
Bailey, H.: Emergency Surgery. Fourth edition. 1940. 
Baker, S. J: Fighting for Life. 1940. 
Bodansky, M., and Bodansky, O.: Biochemistry of Disease. 1940. 
Boos, W. F.: "Poison Parade. 1940. 
Brown, J. W.: Congenital Heart Disease. 1939. 
Cameron, A. T.: Recent Advances in Endocrinology. Fourth 
edition. 1940. 
Clark, A. J.: Applied Pharmacology. Seventh edition. 1940. 
Conway, E. J.: Micro-diffusion Analysis and Volumetric Error. 
Cooper, G. M.: Successful Motherhood. 1940. 
Drummond, J. “at and Wilbraham, A.: Englishman’s Food. 1939. 
— R.: Fext-Book of Meat Hygiene. Seventh edition. 
Emmart, E..W.: The Badianus Manuscript. 1940. 
Furber, E. P.: London Doctor. 0. 
Grant, J. C. B.: Method of Anatomy. Second edition. 1940. 
Guy, J., and Linklater, G. J. I.: Hygiene for Nurses. Fifth 
edition. 1940. 


Histamine and Insulin Treatment of Schizophrenia. , 
9. 


King, M. T.: Mothercraft. Seventh edition. 1939. 
Lanza, te J., and Goldberg, J. A. (Editors): Industrial Hygiene. 
19 


J. C.: Synopsis of Obstetrics. 1940. 

Loeper, M.: Aux Confins de la Dyspepsie. 1940. 

-+ J. E. R.: Universe through Medicine. 1940. 

Maguire, F. A.: Anatomy of the Female Pelvis. Third edition. 
1940. 


Newman, Sir G.: Building of a Nation’s Health. 1939, ann 
a E.: Anatomy and Physiology for Nurses. Fifth edition. 
1940 


Potter, E. L., and Adair, F. L.: Fetal and Neonatal Death. 1940. 

Riddle, P.: Iniection Treatment. 1940. 

Sevringhaus, E. : Endocrine Therapy in General Practice. 
Third edition. 1940. 

Sheldon, W.: Diseases of Infancy and Childhood. 1940. 

Snyder, E. E.: Biology-in the Making. 

University of Glasgow: Notes on Clinical Laboratory Methods. 
Fourth edition. 1940. 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY 


BritisH PostGRaDUATE Mepicat ScHoot, Ducane Road, W.—Daily, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Medical Clinics, Surgical Clinics and Operations, Obstetrical and 
Gynaecological Clinics and Operations. Daily, 1.30 p.m., Post-mortem 
Demonstration. Wed., 11.30 a.m., Clinico-pathological Conference (Medi- 
cal) ; 2 p.m., The Gastric Function and Its Investigation, Dr. E. J. King ; 
3 p.m., Clinico-pathological Conference (Surgical). Thurs., 2 p.m., Radio- 
logical Demonstration, Dr. Duncan White. Fri., 2 p.m., Clinico-pathological 
Conference (Gynaccological) ; 2.30 p.m., Sterility Clinic, Mr. V. B. Green- 
Armytage. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES 


Royat COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND, Lincoln's Inn Fields, W.C.— 
Museum Demonstration. Fri., 3 p.m., Dr. A. J. E. Cave: Anatomical 
Specimens. 


VACANCIES 


EXAMINING Factory SurGeON.—The appointment at Chelsea (London) is 
vacant. Applications to the Chief Inspector of Factories, Cleland House, 
Page Street, S.W.1, by October 29. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcements under this head is 10s. 6d. This 
amount should be forwarded with the notice, authenticated with the name and 
address of the sender, and should reach the Advertisement Manager not later 
than the ‘ain post Tuesday morning to ensure insertion in the current issue. 

BIRTH 

SeeLtey.—On October 2, 1940, at 14, Riverview Gardens, Barnes, S.W.13, to 
Maisie (née James), M.B., B.S., wife of Charles Seeley. M.B., B.S., D.P.H. 
—a son (Hugh Fraser). 
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